60-499 Hwy. 86 
Thermal, Ca 92274 


March 19, 1981 


Jessica Govea, Member 

Board of Directors 

United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO 
P. O. Box 62 

Keene, Ca 93531 


Dear Jessica, 


You can imagine my shock when, after applying for my I.D. card to 
Use the new vision benefit under R.F.K., I received the enclosed 
letter. I remember clearly you assuring the Freedman/Travert ine 
Ranch Committee that the vision benefit was included in Option C; 
and Saul Martinez stressed its inclusion to the Ranch Community 
meeting that voted to endorse Option C. So either there was a 
serious misrepresentation to the members, or there is a serious 
misunderstanding at the RFK office. 


I am especially concerned, since this was the only new benefit 

I saw as readily available to large numbers of Freedman workers, 
who through good fortune have the services othe clinic available 
and use its services for doctors' visits and medicine. As I 
remember, there was only a $5 difference between Plan A and Plan C 
on these two benefits anyway. However, the new Plan cuts back 
tremendously on eligibility for Freedman workers. I, and some 

300 other workers who worked December through February, and 
previously had coverage through the spring, will not have 60 hours 
in March, and will not be covered by RFK for the first time in 
years. Of course I have’the option of extending my coverage 

(and will), but after 3 weeks on unemployment ($53 a week; Debbie 
is in school full time and works one day a week to cover school 
expenses), paying that extension is a real problem. I doubt more 
than a dozen of those 300 workers from the pruning-tying who were 
not high enough in seniority to get 60 hours in March will so 
extend. . The loss of the 3-month system of eligibility, and option 
of combining family members' hours represents a tremendous loss 

to us. If in fact this vision plan is not included, I am sure 

we would want to reconsider our vote on the Plan. For the majority 
of our members, we would have been better served had we stayed at 
18 cents under the old plan. Do advise us of where we stand. 
We're ready to give the new plan (as presented by you and Saul) 

a chance. But if vision is not included, I think we have a right 
to a new vote. 


Sincerely, 


/ Are LOLE-T 
Doug air, Acting Secretary 
Ranch Committee, Workers of Freedman /Travertine 
United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO 


Cr Coxur Chades ) Seal Martone, 


VSP. 


CALIFORNIA 
VISION SERVICE PLAN 


3500 AMERICAN RIVER DRIVE, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825 (916) 481-8720 


March 16, 1981 

Mr. Douglass Adair 

60-499 Hwy. 86 

Thermal, Ca. 92274 

Dear Mr. Adair: 

We have been advised by R. F. Kennedy Farm Workers 
Trust Fund that the Freedom/Tiavertine Association 
are not covered for vision care. 


Thank you for your cooperation, 


VSP ELIGIBILITY DEPARTMENT 
CEltk 


